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In the last information reported on this •ubject, October 20, 1965, it v•• 

noted that a cua.ilative total of 11 instances of noduLir thyroid glaoda had been 

found in the 69 aurviving Msrshalleae who had been exposed to fallout from the 

Btklni-Teat of March 1. 1954, lo'bile on Rongelap snd Aili.ngnae. All but one of 

theae caaea were in young people --ho ~-ere leas than 10 7eer• old at the time of 

the incfdent. The single exception ~a• i.11 s 41-yeer old woman (epproximately 30 

st the time of the ex?osure) ~-ho vaa found to have a cerclnoma of the thyroid 

gland ¥hen she was operated on. 

Dr. lobert A. Conard of the Medical Department, Brookhaven National 

L!boratory, and leader of the ennual, or more often, medical surveys of theae 

people, hBI just returned from the latest survey of Febru.ary-March 1966. He 

reports that Sil addltional five caaea of nodular thyroids have been dhgnc·sed 

in thi• group. Tb• present cumulstive incidence 11 ahown in the table. 

Total Incidence of Nodules 
Age at J!lwuber Through March 1966 
Exoosure Exposed Number Percent 

1-S 16 9 56 
6-10 9 4 44 

11-15 7 0 
16-20 5 0 

over 20 32 3 9 
69 16 sbout 25 

Fifty-five of the 69 peraons were on l..ongelap Island and received estimated 
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nearby island, end received ~hole body exposure• eat1msted at 69 a plua lea1 

certain, bat probably smaller thyroid doaea. ~one of the aix children (1-10 years 

of age) vho were with the group on AUingnae h .. •hown nodule•• but one of the 

three adults ahown in the table •• b~lag nodules vaa on All1.ngnlte. 

The only f.nltance of cancer of the thyroid waa seen in a R.ongelsp woman "1ho 

~•• approximately 30 years of ~ge when exposed. The nodul•r condition aeen tu the 

young people 11 not a cenceroue process, although cencera of the thyroid often 

grow in nodular fashion. 

In August 196! nearly all of these people were placed on • synthettc thyroid 

hormone, tetraiodothyronine, on the ba•i• that 1uch therapy vould JllOdify the 

incidence and/or course of the. nodular process. It appears to have been psrtlslly 

effective but it ia still t0osoon to be def1nite. 

Forty children of the same age grouping who ~ere on Utirik Island and received 

14 a ~iiole body ply.a proportionately smaller thyroid exposure• also were examined. 

they •hawed no signs of thyroid nodule• or thyroid disease. 

1n addition. 194 Marahallese now living on these iaU!nd• ~ere examined; three 

instance• of nodule• vere fOUlld, all •JDOlll people more than 47 years of ege. 

Five of the Msrahalleae ~1th nodular thyroids Yill be brought to !rookhaven 

National Laboratory thi• month for further dicgnostlc atudy and possible surgery. 

One i• • 46-year-old woman; :l:.a ~thera ere girl.3, agea 13. 13, 13, and 20. They 

will be accompanied by the l.ongelap school teacher lilho ~ill act a1 an interpreter. 

The treatment and trsve l of these •ix persons hu been developed \.'1th the 

cooperation of the Honorable Wilfred Goding, High Commis1ioner, Trust Territory 

of the_ P8clfic I.al.ands. Department of Energy 
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