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Present Also Present
Lewls L. Strauss Brig. Gen. K.E. Flelds &
Henry D. Smyth - MaJj. Kenneth B. Cooper
Thomas E. Murray. Lt. Col. Paul M. Butman
Eugene M. Zuckert Paul Fine o
‘ Comdr. James Dunford
M.W. Boyer : Colonel E.T. Dorsey
Walter J. Willlams John Mackenzle
William L. Mitchell Capt, William L, Guthrie

Rlchard W, Cook
Harold D. Anamogsa ,
Charles A, Perry

CASTLE Program

T

General Fields described in detail the proposed shot sche-

. dule for Operation CASTLE, As currently concelved by LASL and
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i the Livermore Laboratory, but not yet concurred in by DMA, this

'*i serieé would consist of six shots to commence about March 1, and

DECLASSIFIC ATION REVIEW
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i would include four devices developed at Los Alamos and two at
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1 Livermore. The filrst four shots would be fired at

Bikinl and the last two at Eniwetck.  Ge neral Fields listed for
i the Commlssioners the following table showing the devices to,be

tested, proposed dates, location and estimated ylelds:
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‘ fhé propdsed series differs in two majcr.respects from
that presented to the Commission by Dr. Gfaves on July 23, 1953
(see minutes of Meeting 893). The first change would be the
pqstpdnement of the start of tﬁe series from the 15th of February
to the. first of March, Thls postpcnement 1s necessary because
ﬁhe construction at the test site 1s somewhat behind schedule,
and though a February 15th date might be met, the logistic
Pproblems tinvolved would be extremely difficult.‘

This 1s because it would nct be limited by the
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production of énriched 1lithlum. Mr, 3Strauss remarked

that the time element was a more important consideration

than cqgt,;
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‘General Fields saild that it 1s the consensus of LASL
and" UCRL gcientific personnel that &here will be a definite

i AT

requirement for fully enriched lithium (95%)._
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0pt1mium at Oak ﬁidge rega"ding future produc—

tionwgéssibilitims for 118 15 a furtherf'reason for the
enthuslasm of the Laboratories for L15 as a weapons material.
'The proposed CASTLE program has been designed to exploit fully

the future uses of Li6

At present
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The Commission discussed in detail the emergency

capability program, with specia1>referencefto the status of
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hardward production and the supply of 116,

N s g o A . g .
_If, hcwever, ths purpose of the test 1s to explore several

approaches to ah eventual high-~yleld low-welght weapon the

entlre test should be conducted, Mr, Strauss remalkked that

the emergencyurequirementsAfor thermonuclear weapons 1s the
VV'AEC*S most important current program, and that such suggestions

as. had been ﬁade in the course of the dlscussion must be

promptly considered by the Commission.
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At this point Messrs, Mitchell, Anamosa, Mackenzle,
and Perry; Colonels Dorsey and Butman, and Captain Guthrie and
Commander Dunford left the meeting and the Commission continued

their discussion of this topic 1n executive session.

HAROLD D. ANAMOSA

Acting Secretary
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