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., :j ~ CASTLE Program 

~~~ General
1

Fields described in detail the proposed shot sche-

·i 
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dule for Operation CASTLE, As currently conceived by LASL and 

the Livermore Laboratory, but not yet concurred in by DMA, this 

series would consist of six shots to commence about March 1, and 

irnuld include four devices developed at Los Alamos and two at 

Livermore. The first four ·shots would be fired at 

I Bikini and the last two at Eniwetok. General Fields listed for 
E i 
,. "4- -~--;J the Commissioners the following table showing the devices to be 
! . : "f. ~ ll 
l~\:i~ ·~~I tested., proposed dates, location and estimated yields: 
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The proposed series differs in two major respects from 

that presented to the Commission by Dr. Graves on July 23, 1953 

(see minutes of Meeting 893). The first change would be the 

postponement of the start of the series from the 15th of February 

to the.first of March, This postponement is necessary because 

the construction at the test site is somewhat behind schedule, 

and though a February 15th date might be met, the logistic 

be limited by the 

production of enriched lithium. Mr. Strauss remarked 

that the time element was a more important consideration 
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General Fields said that it is the consensus of LASL 

and· UCRL scientific personnel that there will be a definite 
===,~' 

requirement for fully em'iched lithium ( 95%). 

''()pfimism at produc-

tion possibilities for Li~~ is a furth~r reason for the 

enthusiasm of the Laboratories for Li6 as a weapons material. 

The proposed CASTLE program has been designe~ to exploit fully 

the future uses of Li6, 

components and cases are being made for these weapons and 

- 3 -



The Commission discussed in detail the emergency 

capability program, with special reference to the status of 

and the supply of L16, 

If, hc1.~evcr, the purpose of' tl1e test is to explore several 

approaches to an eventual high-yield low-weight weapon the 

entire test should be conducted, Mr, Strauss remal."ked that 

the emergency requirements for thermonuclear weapons is the 

AEC 1 s most important cui•rent program, and that such suggestions 

as had been made in the course of the discussion must be 

promptly considered by the Commiss:l.on. 
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At this point Messrs. Mitchell, Anamosa, Mackenzie, 

ahd Perry; Colonels Dorsey and Butman, and Captain Guthrie and 

Commander Dunford left the meeting a~d the Commission continued 

their discussion of this topic in executive session. 

HAROLD Do ANAMOSA 

Acting Secretary 

Approved by the Cor.imission: NOV - 4 1953 
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